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In this book, I examine the reign of Jehoshaphat of Judah using the available 
archaeological and textual data. Chapter One serves as the introduction to the 
book. In Chapter Two, I discuss the historical setting of Judah’s neighbors by 
focusing primarily on Omride Israel and its relationship to Phoenicia and Aram. 
This discussion addresses the set of historical circumstances that brought about 
the cessation of Israelite-Judahite hostility during the reigns of Omri and Asa. 
This chapter also tackles some textual and historical issues associated with Israel 
and Judah’s relationship to Moab (2 Kings 3; 2 Chron. 20:1–30). 

Chapter Three includes a textual analysis and a historical reconstruction of 
the Battle of Ramoth-gilead (1 Kings 22:1–36). This chapter also serves as a start-
ing point for a discussion of the larger historical setting in which Jehoshaphat 
reigned. Throughout this chapter, I address several issues related to a historical 
understanding of this text in relation to the Tel Dan Stele and Aramean-Israelite 
relations. I also deal with the Chronicler’s version of the battle (2 Chron. 18) and 
discuss the historical value of the few expansions from the Kings’ account. Since 
this text is often used as evidence for determining that Jehoshaphat was a vassal to 
Ahab, I also address the arguments associated with this line of thinking.

Chapter Four analyzes Jehoshaphat’s reign in 1 Kings 22:41–50. This analysis 
is the most important textual element of this book and lays the foundation for the 
archaeological discussion that follows. Throughout the chapter, I suggest a positive  

Preface
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reading of the chronistic text that accepts the general historicity of Judah and  
Israel’s alliance (1 Kings 22:44), Judah’s domination of Edom (2 Kings 22:47), 
and the reality of Jehoshaphat’s Aravah activity that stretched to the Red Sea and 
beyond. I endeavor to show that this view is at odds with several recent assess-
ments that view the late 9th or early 8th centuries BCE as the moment of Judah’s 
rise to prominence in these regions. 

Finally, Chapter Five deals with the archaeological remains of Judah in the 
late Iron IIA (i.e., the 9th century BCE). My examination largely avoids archae-
ological survey material and focuses on published and some unpublished archae-
ological sites in Judah that possessed Iron IIA material. My discussion is limited 
to the regions of Benjamin, the Shephelah, the Negev and the Aravah. Together 
with the preceding chapter, this section serves as the core data of my study where 
I pull together textual and archaeological source material. In addition to primary 
material, I interact with a large body of older and up-to-date secondary literature 
associated with Judah in the Iron IIA. Throughout this final chapter, I address 
many different historical geographical issues surrounding the identification and 
political affiliation with the sites in question. Altogether, an analysis of this data 
across these chapters has brought me to three main conclusions regarding the 
nature of Judah during the reign of Jehoshaphat in the mid-9th century BCE. 
These will be discussed in Chapter Six. 
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